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1934, the official Swiss telegraph agency published the following
Moscow message: "Details published by the Soviet authorities
of the food situation in various parts of the Ukraine show that
the supply of flour, meal, sugar, fish, butter and fats is in-
sufficient. A scarcity of food is also reported from the timber
districts of the north."
The Neue Zurcher Zeitung and other papers saw in this
report a first confession by the Government that the position
in the Ukraine and elsewhere was unsatisfactory. A full con-
fession soon followed, at the end of May, when the Kremlin
decreed an increase of 100 per cent in the price of bread. It
is surely obvious that this increase was caused by a shortage
of bread and not, as the decree says, by the destruction of
part of the coming harvest, which would not have been gar-
nered for some months. At the same time Russian grain
purchases for the Far East—a region previously supplied
from Siberia—on the London, Rotterdam and other exchanges,
caused a sensation. Now, in the summer before the new
harvest, the distress of the population had, as in the previous
year, reached its climax.
To-day, fortunately, we possess eyewitnesses' evidence on
the real conditions existing in the "invisible zone" in the
summer of 1934. In the first place, that of refugees, who from
time to time succeed in evading the cordons and escaping
abroad to break the great silence which broods over the famine
areas. They tell how, as in the previous year, the peasants left
their settlements and houses in order to escape the famine.
Thus peasants from Volhynia, including German and Russian
Baptists, migrated to the neighbouring regions. The very fact
that groups of people are continually trying to cross the frontier,
despite pursuit and danger, is eloquent. Dilo> the organ of the
Ukrainians in Lemberg, describes as follows the escape and
appearance of a group of refugees who crossed the Zbrutsch:
"A chain of Russian sentries is posted on the far side of the
Zbrutsch, the frontier river. These are picked Bolshevist troops
from the interior and from Siberia, who are charged with the

